
- Human Power Is Temporary. Earthly rulers may appear invincible, but 

before God they are fragile and mortal. God will ultimately humble 

every power that exalts itself against Him (Rev 17–18). 

- Evil Will Not Last Forever. Satan’s time is limited and his judgment is 

certain. Satan is not the opposite or equal of God - Satan is a created 

being. He does not rule hell - he will be cast into it as a prisoner (Rev 

20:10).  

God reveals the end from the beginning so that His people may live with 

confidence and hope. Evil is temporary, but God’s victory is sure. 

 

(iii) The Fall of Lucifer, 14:12–15 

▪ This passage has both a historical and a broader spiritual dimension. While 

it describes the fall of the king of Babylon, many interpreters understand 

this as also pointing to the fall of Satan based on its language of heavenly 

exaltation and rebellion (cf. Ezek 28:12–17; Luke 10:18; Rev 12:7–9). 

▪ The Hebrew expression “Helel ben Shachar” means “morning star/shining 

one, son of the dawn.” The Latin Vulgate translated “Helel” as Lucifer 

(“light-bearer”), a rendering preserved in the KJV, which is why this name 

“Lucifer” has become traditionally associated with Satan. While Scripture 

does not explicitly equate the name “Lucifer” with Satan, the identification 

arises from the wider testimony of Scripture. The ambition expressed in this 

passage - to exalt oneself above the stars of God and to be “like the most 

High” - reveals a rebellion that transcends any human king. This broader 

connection is reinforced in Luke 10:18 and Rev 12:7-9. 

▪ The title “son of the morning” highlights Satan’s former brilliance and 

exalted position among the angels (Ezek 28:14-15). His beauty and wisdom, 

however, were only reflections of God’s glory, not his own. In contrast, 

Christ is the “bright and morning star” (Rev 22:16), whose glory is eternal 

and divine. Even after his fall, Satan continues to masquerade as an “angel 

of light,” deceiving man by imitating the radiance he once reflected (2 Cor 

11:14). 

▪ The phrase “how art thou cut down to the ground” points to the downfall of 

Babylon’s king and, in a broader sense, as reflecting the fall of Satan - 

showing that all prideful rebellion against God will be brought low. This 

theme runs from the serpent’s curse in Genesis 3:14 to Ezekiel’s vision of 

being cast to the earth (Ezek 28:17). Satan’s fall is often understood to have 

occurred between creation and Genesis 3 (cf. Job 38:4–7; Gen 3:1). 

The Judgment Against Babylon (13:1–14:23) 

▪ Although Assyria was the dominant world power during Isaiah’s ministry, 

God’s judgment begins with Babylon because it would later become 

Judah’s greatest enemy. Babylon would rise to power, destroy Jerusalem, 

burned the temple and carry God’s people into exile (2 Kgs 25:8-11).  

▪ This prophecy is remarkable for 2 reasons:  

- It was given long before Babylon’s rise. Before Babylon ever reached 

its peak, God had already declared its downfall. 

- Isaiah specifically names the Medes as God’s instrument of judgment 

(13:17). This prophecy was fulfilled when the Medo-Persian Empire 

conquered Babylon in 539 BC. 

▪ Babylon represents human pride & organized rebellion against God - from 

Babel (Gen 11:1–9) to “Babylon the Great” (Rev 17–18). It stands in contrast 

to Jerusalem: the city of man versus the city of God. 

 

1.   The Prophecy Against Babylon (13:1–22) 

(i)   The Destruction of Babylon Foretold, 13:1–5 

▪ Isaiah introduces “the burden of Babylon,” declaring its downfall even 

before it becomes a world empire. By declaring the end before the rise 

(46:9–10), God demonstrates His absolute sovereignty over history.  

▪ God summons nations as His instruments of judgment, symbolized by a 

banner lifted on a mountain. The invading forces are called “My sanctified 

ones” & “My mighty ones,” meaning they are set apart for God’s purpose. 

What appears to be a military invasion is actually divine judgment directed 

by the LORD of hosts. Throughout Scripture, God uses nations to judge 

other nations (e.g., Assyria judged Israel, Babylon judged Judah). Babylon’s 

fall is therefore the deliberate outworking of God’s righteous judgment. 

▪ The invading armies are described as vast in number (v4) & coming from 

distant lands (v5) - no distance or power limits God’s authority. The armies 

are not acting independently; they are instruments of divine wrath. 

 

(ii)  The Day of the LORD, 13:6–16 

▪ Isaiah introduces the “Day of the LORD,” referring to times when God 

intervenes decisively in history to judge the wicked and vindicate the 

righteous. It has both a near fulfilment in Babylon’s fall and a future 

fulfilment in the final judgment during the Tribulation and the return of 

Christ. Babylon’s downfall will be an act of divine judgment.  



▪ Characteristics of the Day of the LORD: 

- The judgment is sudden & inescapable. Isaiah describes fear, panic & 

helplessness (vv7–8). Babylon would fall in a single night (Dan 5). 

- The judgment includes cosmic disturbances. The darkened sun, moon 

& stars (v10) point beyond Babylon to the end times (Matt 24:29). 

- The judgment is directed against human pride (v11). Wealth & power, 

even as rare as the gold of Ophir (Job 28:16), cannot save. The shaking 

of creation itself (v13) is echoed in Haggai 2:6 and Hebrews 12:25–28. 

- The judgment results in total societal collapse. People flee in panic, 

families are torn apart, and violence fills the land (vv14–16). This shows 

that divine judgment is real and devastating. 

▪ The Day of the LORD is both a historical reality and a prophetic preview of 

the final judgment. It warns the proud and comforts the faithful that God 

is in control - and that His justice will ultimately prevail. 

 

(iii) The Medes as God’s Instrument, 13:17–22 

▪ Isaiah specifically names the Medes as the instrument of Babylon’s 

destruction (v17), demonstrating the precision of prophecy (Jer 51:11). 

History confirms this prophecy with remarkable accuracy. In 539 BC, 

Babylon fell to the Medo-Persian Empire under Cyrus (Dan 5:30–31). 

▪ The Medes are described as unbribable, not valuing silver or gold (v17), 

and relentless in judgment (v18). Babylon’s wealth and splendour could not 

save it. Babylon, once “the glory of kingdoms” (v19), would become like 

Sodom and Gomorrah - completely destroyed. It would eventually become 

desolate and uninhabited (vv20–22). Creatures of the wilderness dwell 

where kings once ruled. Where there was once glory, there will be 

desolation. 

▪ This passage teaches that human greatness fades, but God’s Word stands 

forever. Babylon’s fall reminds us that no power - however wealthy or 

dominant can resist God. Divine warnings are also invitations. God’s 

judgment calls people to turn from pride and to seek His mercy.  

 

2.   The Fall of Babylon (14:1–23) 

(i)   Israel Restored by God’s Mercy, 14:1–3 

▪ The fall of Babylon is not only an act of judgment but also an expression 

of God’s mercy toward Israel. God promises to “have mercy on Jacob.” This 

restoration is based on God’s grace (Exo 33:19; Rom 9:15). Salvation and 

restoration flow from God’s sovereign will, not human merit. Israel’s future 

is grounded not in her worthiness, but in God’s unchanging covenant love. 

▪ God reaffirms His covenant promises to Israel:  

- A Renewed Choice. “The LORD… will yet choose Israel.” Though 

disciplined through exile, God reaffirms His electing purpose. 

- Restoration to the Land. Israel will be restored to the land, a promise 

partially fulfilled after the exile, and pointing to a future regathering. 

- Participation of the Nations. The nations will also be involved, as 

“strangers shall be joined with them,” anticipating the inclusion of 

Gentiles (cf. Isa 2:2–4; Eph 2:14–16). In the Messianic Kingdom, 

believing Gentiles will not replace Israel but will participate alongside 

her in the blessings of God’s rule. 

▪ Israel, once subjugated, will have dominion over those who oppressed 

them (v2). God also promises rest from sorrow, fear, and bondage (v3), 

pointing ultimately to the rest found in the Messiah (Matt 11:28–30).  

▪ Isaiah 14:1–3 anticipates Israel’s full restoration to divine favour. Though 

temporarily set aside because of unbelief, the nation will one day be 

restored through faith in the Messiah (Rom 11:25–29). God’s mercy is 

sovereign and unchanging and His covenant promises cannot fail. What 

He has sworn, He will fulfil. 

 

(ii)  The Taunt Against the King of Babylon, 14:4–11 

▪ Isaiah presents a taunt or song of mockery against the king of Babylon, 

celebrating the fall of a once-powerful oppressor. The ruler who struck 

nations in wrath is now powerless (vv5–6). The “staff” and “sceptre”—

symbols of authority—are shattered by God Himself, reminding us that all 

earthly power exists under His sovereign control. Verse 6 highlights the 

justice of this judgment. Babylon “smote the people in wrath… [and] ruled 

the nations in anger.” This evil empire was harsh, oppressive, and 

unrestrained. God’s judgment is therefore not arbitrary, but righteous. 

▪ The whole earth rejoices at his fall (v7), and even creation is pictured as 

celebrating (v8). The scene then shifts to the grave (Sheol), where former 

rulers mock him: “Art thou also become weak as we?” (v10). The once-

mighty king is reduced to the level of all men. The king’s glory is replaced 

by decay and humiliation (v11).  

▪ This taunt song communicates 2 profound truths: 


